DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DIVISION (- ENGINEERING SERVICES

OFFCE ENGINEER

1727 30th STREET, MS-43

P.O. Box 168041 Flexyour poiver!
SACRAMENTO, CA 95816-8041 Beenergy efficient!
PHONE (916) 227-6230

FAX (916) 227-6151

TTY 711

March 11,2010

Dear Trangportation Congruction Community:

The California Department of Trangportation (Caltrans) stri ves to provideour industry
partnerswith convenient and cost effective accessto construction contract advertisng
information and bid documents. For many years, in addition to providing paper bid
documents, we've posted dectronic copiesof the contract plansand specificationson the
Office Enginexr website (http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/esc/oe/). At your request, we' veadded
the Bid Item Search, Look Ahead Report, Opt-In, Prime Advertisng and other innovative
toolsto our website to assst you with bidding on aur construction contracts.

While providing theseservi ces to theindugry, Caltransmust also focus on redudng itscost
to produce the bid documents and eliminatewaste. To achievethisgoal, Caltrans began
Electronic Advertisng (E-Ad) in Augus 2009 with addenda sent by email only. Beginning
in October 2009, Caltrans advertised, bid opened and awar ded six E-Ad pilot contractsin
which the bid documents (plans, specifications and bid books) were provided at no cost
through the Office Engineer website using our Caltrans Connect feature. No paper copies
were provided. Theindugry feedback during thesepilot projectswasvery positiveand
encouraged Caltrans to continuewith E-Ad projects.

Accordingly, we believetheindugry isready tojoin usin fully implementing Electronic
Advertising. Beginningwith April 5, 2010 advertissments d| Caltrans construction
contractsexceeding $250,000 will utilizethe E-Ad process. Initially, we will mail biddersa
bid book and envelope at no cost; however paper copiesof theplansand Noticeto Bidders
will not be provided. Request bid books at:

http:/AMww.dot.ca.gov/ha/esc/oe/weekly ads/index.php. A tutoria for usngE-Adisa
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/esc/oe/connect/about.php. If you need technical assstancewith E-
Ad, pl ease contact Rich Stoneat (916) 227-6185 ar by email to Rich.Stone@dot.ca.gov.
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We are constantly looking for waysto improve our servicesto you and welcome your
conuments.

Sincerely, 2
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JOHN C. MCMILLAN

Deputy Division Chief,
OfficeEngineer

Division of Engineering Services
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