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Introduction

This survey was requested by District IV in order to settle a debatable question raised by the Board of Education of the city of
San Francisco in reference to traffic noise that might be developed by the proposed freeway ramps adjacent to the John Seet
Grammar School on McAllister and Gough Streets. The subsequent report (Exhibit II in Appendix) was adequate to settle the
immediate questions raised by the school board concerning traffic noise.

However, to our knowledge no previous investigations have been conducted by the California Division of Highways regarding the
sound level intensities of freeway traffic noise which may penetrate frame and reinforced concrete buildings adjacent to highway
structures, -- and for that reason the information gained in the survey is here presented in greater detail.

The findings indicate as a general observation that traffic noises represent no problem within adjacent buildings which are
substantially constructed, have sealed windows, and have received acoustical treatment on the ceilings typical of modern business
offices. Noise levels within frame structures from motor vehicle traffic is nominally slightly higher. Diesel trucks can be a definite
nuisance when passing such a structure.

A reinforced concrete structure having glass brick windows picks up the least noise from outside traffic . The glass brick results
in a low transmission of sound due to their mass and rigidity.
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